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" Thank you, Mr President.

Ghana welcomes the d|st:ngu:shed delegation from Maldives to the second cycle review of the UPR and
commends the significant economic, social and political strides made since the first cycle review, in
sp|te of the many challenges it faces. .

Notable among the many achievements are the passing of the anti- violence act of 2012 the removal,
~ by parliament, of the gender bar on running for the presidency and the draft bill on Gender Equallty

Ghana however, Is concerned about the case initiated by the Supreme Court of Maldives against ﬂve
(5) members of the Human Rights Commission of Maldives and wishes to call upon the Supreme Court
of Maldives to rescind its decision on this matter in the interest of the promot:on and the protection
human rights in Maldwes ‘

Ghana notes the concerns expressed by the Human Rights Committee and recommends that Maldives
removes the legal requirement which prevents non-Muslims from being appointed as members of the
Human Rights Commission of Maldives.

In this regard,’ Ghana Makes the following two recommendations:

1. amendment of discriminatory provisrons in the Constitution which requires all to be Muslims, and
recommends that Maldives expedltes the enactment of the anti-discriminatory act before its
Parliament.

2. Take the necessary steps to strengthen the lndependence and |mpart|a||ty of the judiciary

3. Take steps to promote religious dialogue on issues that affect women's human rights and the
implementation of laws tackllng vnolence agalnst women,

In conclusion, Ghan wishes Maldives well in this second cycle review.

I thank you Mr. President.
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